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1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow : 
 

1. One of the greatest advances in modern technology has been the invention of computers. They are 
widely used in industries and in universities. Now there is hardly any sphere of human life where 
computers have not been pressed into service of man. We are heading fast towards the day when a 
computer will be as much part of man s daily life as a telephone or a calculator. 

 

2. Computers are capable of doing extremely complicated work in all branches of learning. They can 
solve the most complex mathematical problems or put thousands of unrelated facts in order. These 

machines can be put to varied uses. For instance, they can provide information on the best way to 
prevent traffic jams. This whole process by which machines can be used to work for us has been called 

„automation ‟. In the future automation may enable human beings to enjoy more leisure than they do 
today. The coming of automation is bound to have important social consequences. 

 

3. Some years ago an expert on automation, Sir Leon Bagrit, pointed out that it was a mistake to 
believe that these machines could „think‟. There is no possibility that human beings will be “controlled 
by machines ”. Though computers are capable of learning from their mistakes and improving on their 

performance, they need detailed instructions from human beings to operate. They can never, as it 
were, lead independent lives or “rule the world” by making decisions of their own. 

 

4. Sir Leon said that in future, computers would be developed which would be small enough to carry in 
the pocket. Ordinary people would then be able to use them to obtain valuable information. Computers 
could be plugged into a national network and be used like radios. For instance, people going on 
holiday could be informed about weather conditions. Car drivers  
can be given alternative routes when there are traffic jams. It will also be possible to make tiny 
translating machines. This will enable people who do not share a common language to talk to each 
other without any difficulty or to read foreign publications. 

 
1. Answer the following questions: 
 

(a) What is the greatest advancement in modern technology? 
 

(b) What complicated works are computers capable of doing? 
 

(c) Write one use of computers. 
 

(d) Explain automation. 
 

(e) Why can‟t computers lead independent lives or rule the world? 
 

(f) How would computers as translating machines help people? 
 

(g) What was the prediction of Sir Leon about computers in the future? 
 

(h) How can computers help people going on holiday? 
 
2 . The world today is very unsafe. At every step, we can face disaster of any kind—natural or man-

made. Realising the importance of Disaster Management, write a letter to the Director, Central Board 
of Education inclusion of Disaster Management in school curriculum. You are Sanjay. (120¬150 
words) 
• Define Disaster Management  
• How can it teach children?  
• What does it contain?  
• The help rendered by it 



 
 
 
 

3. Fill in the blanks by choosing the most appropriate options from the ones given to you. Dear 
Sohan  
Many thanks for your letter (a) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ your good wishes on my birthday. Your  
(b) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ present arrived today morning and I must thank you for it. It is indeed kind of you 
to have (c) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of me and you could not have (d) _ _ __ _ _ anything else that would have 
given me more pleasure. Once again thanks for the gift.  
Your 
friend, 
Prateek 
(a) (i) expression (ii) expressed (iii) expressive (iv) expressing 

(b) (i) delighting (ii) delightful (iii) delighted (iv) delight 

(c) (i) think (ii) thinking (iii) thought (iv) thoughtful 

(d) (i) choice (ii) choose (iii) chosen (iv) choosing 

 

4. One word is missing in each of the lines below. Put a / where the word is missing and then write the 
correct word in the space provided. 

 

Clean water essential for good health (a) ______________________ and cleanliness. Often only 

source of (b) ______________________ drinking water is polluted. (c) ______________________ 

of the rural houses safe drinking water. (d) ______________________ Every village an open pond 

which (e) ______________________ breeds mosquitoes spread malaria. (f) 

______________________ Malaria mosquitoes breed dirty water, (g) ______________________ 

Dengue mosquitoes breed clean water. (h) ______________________ 

 
 

 
5. a) What did the postmaster do at Lencho‟s request to God? 
 

b) How did dust of snow change the poet‟s mood? 
 

c) Define fire and ice according to Robert Frost? 
 

d) What did free mean to Mandela as a boy, and as a student and then finally as a man? 
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